
   

      

 

  

Brisbane Presents a United Front to Win Major International Water Congress 
 
Brisbane has won the right to host the world‟s largest meeting for water practitioners and 
researchers - the prestigious IWA (International Water Association) Water Congress which is 
to be held at the Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre in 2016. 
 
The announcement was made on Sunday night, Brisbane time, at the International Water 
Association‟s Governing Assembly Meeting in Vienna.  
 
Brisbane was successful against Sydney in a tight contest to host the coveted event, 
expected to attract 3,000 international water professionals while delivering an economic 
boost to the Queensland economy of $11 million. 
 
A motivated and united „Team Brisbane‟ which included the city‟s industry partners led by 
Events Queensland, Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre and Brisbane Marketing with 
additional support from Brisbane City Council, the State Government Department of 
Environment and Resource Management and Queensland universities, presented a 
sophisticated and comprehensive case. 
 
The IWA Water Congress was last held in Australia 10 years ago and provides Brisbane with 
extensive opportunities to showcase world standard research and management practices in 
water and water conservation.  
 
Mr Tom Mollenkopf, Chief Executive of the Australian Water Association, hosts for the 2016 
Congress, said the selection of Brisbane as the host city for the Congress recognises the 
leading edge work that has been conducted in water management in Queensland and 
across Australia in recent times.  
 
“With around 3,000 mostly international delegates the Congress will deliver an incredibly 
stimulating and vibrant event to Brisbane” he said, adding that it will also provide an 
unparalleled opportunity to maintain an international dialogue in water management matters 
where Australia has carved an enviable global reputation. 
 
Mr Mollenkopf praised the “extremely enthusiastic and professional” „Team Brisbane‟ effort 
as well as what he described as the outstanding support from the sector. “This made an 
unbeatable proposition which the Australian Water Association was able to offer the world.” 
 
Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre General Manager, Bob O‟Keeffe said this latest 
major win reinforces the great outcomes for Brisbane where industry partners and 
stakeholders unite in the presentation of an international bid, particularly when it involves 
Brisbane‟s key sector strengths. 
 
“This Congress provides a great opportunity to increase Brisbane‟s international profile as a 
leading business destination and showcase the city‟s capability to host world class scientific 
events.” 

Brisbane Marketing‟s Convention Bureau Director, Annabel Sullivan says “This win is 
significant to Brisbane, Australia‟s new world city because water is the precious natural 
resource that is integral to our lifestyle. Recognition of Brisbane‟s deep understanding and 
respect for the importance of water is reflected in the City‟s water sustainability focus, and 
our way of life which embraces the responsibilities of being the custodians of local 
waterways, the Brisbane River and Moreton Bay." 

http://www.bcec.com.au/


   

      

 

  

   

To download a selection of images click here 

About BCEC:  

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre is owned by South Bank Corporation and proudly managed 

by leading international venue management specialists AEG Ogden. 

About AEG Ogden: 
AEG Ogden is a joint venture between Australian interests and AEG Facilities of the United States.  
AEG Ogden manages venues throughout the Asia Pacific region, including the Brisbane, Cairns, 
Darwin and Kuala Lumpur Convention Centres, the Qatar National Convention Centre (currently 
under construction), Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane, Sydney‟s Acer Arena, the Brisbane Entertainment 
Centre and the Newcastle Entertainment Centre, the Perth Arena (currently under construction) and 
live theatres including Perth‟s His Majesty‟s Theatre and the Perth Concert Hall. 
 
About AEG Facilities: 
AEG, a wholly owned subsidiary of the Anschutz Company, is the leading sports, entertainment and 
venue operator in the world.  AEG Facilities, a stand-alone affiliate of AEG, owns, operates or 
consults with 100 of the industry‟s preeminent venues worldwide, across five continents, and works in 
concert with affiliated AEG entities, including live event producer, AEG Live, AEG Global Partnerships 
and AEG Development to support the success of AEG venues across the globe.  AEG owns, 
operates or provides services to venues including STAPLES Center (Los Angeles, Calif.), The Home 
Depot Center (Carson, Calif.), Nokia Theatre L.A. Live (Los Angeles, Calif.), Citizens Business Bank 
Arena (Ontario, Calif.), Valley View Casino Center (San Diego, Calif.) Sprint Center (Kansas City, 
Mo.), XL Center and Rentschler Field (Hartford, Conn.), The Rose Garden (Portland, Ore.), KeyArena 
(Seattle, Wash.), KFC YUM! Center (Louisville, Ky.), AmericanAirlines Arena (Miami, Fla.), AT&T 
Center (San Antonio, Tx.), Time Warner Cable Arena (Charlotte, N.C.), Prudential Center (Newark, 
N.J.), Target Center (Minneapolis, Minn.), Mercedes-Benz Arena (Shanghai, China), MasterCard 
Center (Beijing, China), The O2 Arena (London, England), O2 World (Berlin, Germany), O2 World 
Hamburg (Hamburg, Germany), Ahoy Arena (Rotterdam, Netherlands), Pernambuco Stadium (Recife, 
Brazil), Acer Arena (Sydney, Australia), Globe Arenas (Stockholm, Sweden) and the Qatar National 
Convention Centre (Doha, Qatar).  For more information, please visit www.aegworldwide.com  
 

Enquiries Gail Sawyer, Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre  
T: +61 7 3308 3023 M: 0439 733 509 E: gails@bcec.com.au 
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