
 

 

BCEC sets up Special Dietary Kitchen – an Australian first for Convention 
Centres 

With 20% - 30% of all meals today the subject of dietary requests (medical, cultural and lifestyle 
choice), it is an increasing challenge for catering venues. 

Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre (BCEC) is tackling the growing trend head on with 
the establishment of a dedicated Special Dietary Kitchen in a bid to streamline the process, 
improve the product offering and enhance the dining experience for clients. 

Former Queensland Ambassador Chef, David Pugh whose much acclaimed Restaurant Two 
was the recipient of multiple chefs hats and remained at the top of Brisbane’s fine dining scene 
for almost two decades, will operate the Dietary Kitchen as part of his new role as Executive 
Sous Chef, Development for BCEC. 

David will work alongside the Centre’s consultant Nutritionist, Kerry Leech, who is also 
Nutritionist to the Queensland Firebirds. David will also have the support of the other BCEC 
Executive and senior chefs, considered one of strongest and most experienced senior kitchen 
management teams in the country under the leadership of long term Executive Chef, Martin 
Latter. 

The Dietary Kitchen is part of the most significant agenda of changes and enhancements 
relating to the Food & Beverage operation since the Centre opened in 1995.  

The strategy around catering for the increasing demand for special dietaries includes new on-
line ordering - also believed to be a first for Australian convention centres. The Centre has 
been trialling online ordering to streamline the dietary process for both the Centre and clients.  

The new Fill up on Life Menus cater to special dietaries in that 75% of the entrees and mains 
have been deliberately structured to be Gluten Free to address increased demand. 
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About BCEC: Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre is owned by South Bank Corporation and proudly managed 
by leading international venue management specialists AEG Ogden. 

About AEG Ogden: AEG Ogden is part of AEG Facilities of the United States, a division of AEG, the world’s 
leading sports and live entertainment company. 
 
AEG Ogden manages venues throughout the Asia Pacific and Middle East, including convention and exhibition 
centres in Brisbane, Cairns, Darwin, Kuala Lumpur, Oman, and the ICC Sydney; Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane; 
and arenas including the Brisbane Entertainment Centre and adjacent Sports Centre, Sydney’s Qudos Bank 
Arena, the Newcastle Entertainment Centre, Perth Arena, and Dubai Arena (opening December 2018). AEG 
Ogden is also the owner of National Basketball League (NBL) team, the Sydney Kings. More information 
aegogden.com  

In addition, AEG Facilities operates the Los Angeles Convention Centre, Hawaii Convention Centre, and Puerto 
Rico Convention Centre. More information aegworldwide.com  


