
 

 

A record effort kicks off National Science Week at BCEC 

As an opener to Queensland’s National Science Week celebrations, Brisbane Convention & 

Exhibition Centre (BCEC) has hosted a successful world record attempt for the largest practical 

science lesson.  

2,895 science students from 53 primary and secondary schools throughout Queensland – our 

scientists of the future - descended on the Convention Centre to take part in a 30 minute mass 

science lesson, successfully breaking the current world record set in South Africa in February 

2016. 

An official adjudicator representing Guinness World Records was present to witness the event 

which took place in the Centre’s exhibition halls. 

The Office of the Queensland Chief Scientist in the Department of Science, Information 

Technology and Innovation led the World Record Attempt as part of the official program for 

National Science Week. 

Queensland Chief Scientist Dr Geoff Garrett said recent research was encouraging, with 

Queenslanders of the firm belief that science was important to our future.  

“76% of Queenslanders perceive science as having a positive impact on our society while 

almost three quarters or 72% see science as being critical for the Queensland economy,” he 

said. 

BCEC General Manager, Bob O’Keeffe said BCEC was proud to support the event continuing 

its strong ties and working relationship with Brisbane’s science community. 

“It is essential that we embrace technology and science, key sectors for conferences here in 

Queensland and also nurture our scientific pathfinders of the future.” 

The 2016 School theme for National Science Week is Drones, Droids and Robots aligning with 
the Centre’s push for this fast evolving (frontier) sector and with the Centre’s hosting of the 
IEEE International Conference on Robotics and Automation (ICRA) in May 2018. 
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About BCEC: Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre is owned by South Bank Corporation and proudly managed 

by leading international venue management specialists AEG Ogden. 

About AEG Ogden: AEG Ogden is a joint venture between Australia-based venue management interests and AEG 

Facilities of the United States. 

AEG Ogden manages venues throughout the Asia Pacific region, including convention centres in Brisbane, Cairns, 

Darwin, Kuala Lumpur, Hyderabad (currently in design), the Oman Convention & Exhibition Centre (opening August 

2016), International Convention Centre Sydney (opening December 2016), and the Sydney Exhibition Centre @ 

Glebe Island; Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane; and arenas including the Brisbane Entertainment Centre and adjacent 

Sports Centre, Sydney’s Qudos Bank Arena, the Newcastle Entertainment Centre, and Perth Arena. AEG Ogden 

is also the owner of National Basketball League (NBL) team, the Sydney Kings. aegogden.com  

In addition, AEG Facilities operates both the Los Angeles Convention Centre, and Hawaii Convention Centre. 

aegworldwide.com 
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