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BCEC Advocates spearhead advancement, change and development
The partnership between Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre (BCEC) and Queensland’s elite scientific and industry leaders continues to deliver benefits and create new legacies for Brisbane.

The hugely successful BCEC Convention Advocates Partnership has quietly marked 10 years using conferences to create global alliances enabling the sharing of knowledge and leaving a legacy of new opportunities for research and business.

During those 10 years, BCEC Advocates now 84 in number, have assisted in securing 127 conferences for Brisbane delivering $171.9M in direct expenditure to the city and the state.

It is a collaboration critical to attracting international scientific conventions to Brisbane, with major economic impact, while nurturing the incubation of research development that could ultimately change lives.

Against the current backdrop of COVID-19, our BCEC Advocates have been busy, continuing to inspire and innovate, helping to create real change in world leading research and development.

Professor Hugh Possingham – a passionate mathematician, environmentalist and conservationist - has been appointed Queensland Chief Scientist, advising government on all scientific matters. 
 
He will continue his long and distinguished career solving nature conservation problems, while engaging Queenslanders to take greater community interest in science through citizen science programs and inspiring young Queenslanders to consider science careers.

Professor Possingham was most recently Chief Scientist at The Nature Conservancy, a global conservation organisation with 400 scientists and 4000 staff that has protected more than 40 million hectares of land and thousands of kilometres of rivers worldwide.

Recognised as a world leader in cancer control, Advocate Professor Jeff Dunn AO, has been voted President-Elect of the Union for International Cancer Control (UICC), to assume the role of President for the period 2022 – 2024.  Professor Dunn, CEO of Prostate Cancer Foundation Australia, is an internationally recognised researcher, widely acclaimed for his work across the social and behavioural aspects of cancer and promotion of innovative and integrated cancer care programs.  

Professor Matt Cooper is a scientific entrepreneur who spends his time in industry within companies he has founded, and in academia where he generates original ideas with potential to be translated into new medicines and diagnostics. 
 
Announced as this year’s EY Emerging Entrepreneur of the Year for Ireland, Professor Cooper and business partner, Trinity immunologist Professor Luke O’Neill recently sold Inflazome, the drug development company they founded, to Swiss pharma giant Roche.
 
When he is not treading the boards of international big business, Professor Cooper can be found at The University of Queensland where he is Director, Community for Open Antibiotic Drug Discovery at the Institute for Molecular Bioscience, working to improve the way we understand, diagnose and treat antibiotic-resistant bacteria that cause sepsis and other infections.  He hopes to help prevent the arrival of a ‘superbug crisis’, which he refers to as the perfect storm.

BCEC Advocate Mario Pennisi AM, a giant in Queensland’s Life Sciences sector and on the boards of a number of life sciences entities, including as a Director of the Queensland Eye Institute Foundation was recently awarded an Order of Australia for his significant service to the biomedical sector. 

He continues to support and nurture the industry, involved with the Queensland Government Biofutures Industry Advisory Group, sitting on the Queensland University of Technology (QUT) Council and other engagements and committees for both Griffith University and The University of Queensland.  

Mario reflects that the ability for Queensland and Australia to be involved at the forefront of the global COVID-19 response demonstrates the significant value that continued investment in the knowledge-based industries can deliver.

With news of multiple COVID-19 vaccines showing early signs of promise, world famous immunologist, BCEC Advocate Professor Ian Frazer AC, co-inventor of the world’s first cancer vaccine, Gardasil - used around the world to prevent cervical cancer - shared his thoughts with us on the prospect of a successful vaccine, likely effectiveness and timeframe.
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Click to view five-minute video here

Professor Frazer is currently working with his team at The University of Queensland in Brisbane on a skin cancer vaccine – appropriate given Australia is the world’s skin cancer capital.
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Images left to right – Professor Hugh Possingham, Professor Jeff Dunn AO, Professor Matt Cooper, Mario Pennisi AM 
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Date published: 8 December 2020

About BCEC: Brisbane Convention & Exhibition Centre is owned by South Bank Corporation and proudly managed by leading international venue management specialists ASM Global.
About ASM Global: 
ASM Global is the world’s leading venue management and services company. The company was formed by the merger of AEG Facilities and SMG, global leaders in venue and event strategy and management. The company’s elite venue network spans five continents, with a portfolio of more than 300 of the world’s most prestigious arenas, stadiums, convention and exhibition centres, and performing arts venues. From Aberdeen to Anchorage, and Sydney to Stockholm, its venues connect people through the unique power of live experiences.
From its Asia Pacific headquarters in Brisbane, Australia, ASM Global operates a network of venues that includes convention and exhibition centres in Brisbane, Cairns, Darwin, Newcastle, Sydney, Christchurch (opening 2020), Kuala Lumpur, Muscat and Shenzhen (opening in 2020); Suncorp Stadium in Brisbane, Kai Tak Sports Park in Hong Kong (opening 2023) and interests in major stadia in Sydney, Parramatta and Perth; and entertainment arenas and performance theatres in Brisbane (4), Cairns, Darwin, Newcastle, Perth, Sydney (4), Bangkok (Em Live Theatre and Bangkok Arena both opening in 2023), Dubai, Hong Kong and Kuala Lumpur. 
ASM Global’s diverse portfolio of clients benefit from the company’s depth of resources and unparalleled experience, expertise and creative problem-solving. Each day, the company’s 61,000 passionate employees around the world delivers locally tailored solutions and cutting-edge technologies to deliver maximum results for venue owners, and operations, and amazing experiences for guests. By consistently looking for new ways to envision, innovate and empower the spaces and places that bring people together, ASM Global elevates the human spirit while delivering the highest value for all stakeholders. For more information, please visit www.asmglobal.com
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